
WELL DONE
Please allow me to compliment you and those who work 

with and for you on your magnificent publication. I enjoyed 
all of it, but I was especially impressed by two pieces: Michael 
Sirak’s tribute to his dad and Barbara Taylor’s story about 
Col. Larry H. Lang.

Thank you and please continue. I look forward to your 
next issue!

Maj. William L. Umberson,
USAF (Ret.)

San Diego

■ We appreciate your kind feedback. —The ediTors

B-29 RECOLLECTIONS
I read your article “What’s Up, Doc?” in the May issue  

[p. 40]. It was very interesting and a whole lot of personal 
pleasure for me to see that Doc will soon be f lying. I was 
a f light engineer on a B-29 crew that crew-trained in 1944 
and f lew 26 missions while assigned to the 28th Squadron, 
19th Bomb Group, 314th Bombardment Wing, at North 
Field, Guam, in spring and summer 1945.

I’ve followed Fife for years and visited her in New Orleans 
some years ago. It’s truly great what the guys at Wichita are 
doing with Doc. Hope to see Doc one day soon.

CWO-4 Thomas D. Adams Jr.,
USAF (Ret.)

Pass Christian, Miss.

■ We’re pleased to hear our coverage of Doc’s restoration 
brought back such fond, personal memories and share your hope 
of seeing this beautiful B-29 airborne again as a salute to our 
World War II airmen. —AAron M. U. ChUrCh

REMEMBERING THE TROOP CARRIERS
I have read your interesting story about [Michael J. Sirak] 

in the May issue of Wingman Magazine [p. 18] and wanted to 
thank you for the good words about troop carriers in World 
War II. I was a troop carrier pilot with the 6th Troop Carrier 
Squadron in the southwest Pacific and have observed that 
Troop Carrier Command was never given much credit for 
the work it did or the risks taken.

[Michael J. Sirak], whose life you have kindly shared with us,  
is deserving of praise and gratitude for his willingness to 
offer up his life and give his best efforts at a critical time 
both to him and his country. Although I did not know 
him, I knew many like him, enlisted and officers who gave 
of themselves, and all are to be appreciated, their memory 
handled with respect. Although two years separated us in 
age, I suspect that many of my experiences after enlistment 
were similar to his.

The picture of the C-46 [p. 20] in your story shows the 
fix for the dangerous Curtiss electric four-bladed propeller, 
which was replaced with the much safer Hamilton Standard 
three blade. Planes brought back to the United States were 
required to have this change. 

Frank G. Hathaway
Big Sur, Calif.

■ Thank you for your kind words and for sending us the book 
you authored: Memoirs of a World War II Troop Carrier Pilot 
(Trafford Publishing, 2006). —The ediTors

GIVING HER THE PROPER DUE
On the right lower corner of p. 15 of the May issue, you’ve 

incorrectly noted an elderly female’s rank. Please give her 
the full benefit of her attainment. Her rank is T/3, staff 
sergeant, not T/4, sergeant. Other than that, your initial  
effort is a beauty.

Capt. Joseph L. Gehris III,
USAFR (Ret.)

Indianapolis

■ Thanks for alerting us to this error. Our apologies to former 
Army Tech. 3 Norma Jameson. —The ediTors
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Do you have a comment about an article in the current issue of Wingman Magazine? Write to “Letters,” Wingman Magazine,  

1501 Lee Highway, Arlington, VA 22209-1198. Or send an email to letters_wingman@afa.org. Letters should be concise and  

timely. We cannot acknowledge receipt of letters. We reserve the right to condense letters. Letters without name and city/ 

base and state are not acceptable. Photographs cannot be returned.
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Thanks to Ernst 
Linnemann of Is-
saquah, Wash., who 
shared this photo of 
the Boeing-Insitu 
Group ScanEagle 
remotely piloted 
aircraft hanging in 
the main gallery of the Seattle Museum of Flight (www.
museumofflight.org). We covered this ScanEagle in May’s 
“Wingman AIRitage” section. 

MISS MITCHELL’S CREW
From left: Matthew DeWitt, 9, of Eagan, Minn., and his 

brothers, Andrew, 7, and Michael, 5, peer out the nose of the 
World War II B-25 bomber Miss Mitchell at Fleming Field in 
South St. Paul, Minn. Matthew is one of the winners of May’s 
Area 52 Fun Hangar challenge. Congratulations, Matthew! 
Kudos, too, to Eric S., 9, of Sandy, Utah, another winner! 

CONTEST: CALLING ALL LONG-RANGE THINKERS!
Just because the Air Force is developing the future Long-

Range Strike Bomber behind a shroud of secrecy doesn’t mean 
we can’t start a public dialogue on what the bomber’s name 
should be. Send us your most creative and compelling names 
(one name per person, please). We’ll pick a selection of the best 
ones and present them to the Air Force for consideration. Send 
your names to wingman@afa.org, “Attn.: Name the Bomber.” 
The top five names we choose will win a prize.
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FEEDBACK FROM THE FIELD

Shop the AFA Hangar Store

Visit www.afa.org/store or call 1-866-860-9293

Page & Tuttle Free Swing
Inverse Technology Quarter Zip 

Peached Twill Windshirt
$44.50

Choose Your Logo 
(on a large selection of apparel)

Men’s and Ladies’ 
Apparel

Structured Chino Twill or Brushed Twill Caps
$14.65 to $15.25

AFA Sport-Tek Contender Tees
Men’s $25.50 Ladies’ $24.00
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